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Rationale for submitting this addendum 

The Canadian Arts Presenting Association/l’Association canadienne des organismes artistiques 
(CAPACOA) and Canada’s performing arts presenting networks have been conducting a large-scale 
enquiry in order to understand and communicate the value and benefits of arts presenting for 
Canadians and to raise awareness of the role of the performing arts presenter in the creative chain, in 
communities, and in society. One of this project’s main research activities was a survey of presenters, 
whose report1 was released on February 27th, after CAPACOA had made its submission in response to 
the Canada Revenue Agency proposed Guidance on Arts Organizations and Charitable Registration. 
 
Here are findings from this survey that substantiate the comments made in our January 23rd submission. 

General Comments 

A. In general, performing arts presenting organizations care deeply about providing public benefits: 
a. Three in four presenting organizations (76%) say that they apply a great deal of effort to 

community involvement or social development;2  
b. Three in four (76%) also say that they have a large role to play in building partnerships 

with other organizations in the community;3 
c. Their main reason for engaging in such partnerships (84%) is to enrich the community.4 

Specific Comments 

Art form and style 

B. In paragraph 7 of our January 23rd submission (comments in response to paragraphs 48-51 of 
the Guidance), we expressed concerns around the notion of “common and widespread 
acceptance within the Canadian arts community,” arguing that it could create obstacles for new, 
emerging and hybrid art forms and styles, as well as to non-western art forms and styles. 
 
This is a particularly real concern for presenters. Indeed, our survey indicated that:  

a. A high proportion (78 per cent) of presenting organizations feel that presenters play a 
large role in exposing audiences to different/new and/or challenging artistic 
experiences; and that, 

b. Six in ten arts presenting organizations (61 per cent) feel that presenters are playing a 
large role in exposing audiences to different cultures.5 

 
Presenters see these roles as important in advancing the public's appreciation of the arts. Yet, by 
fulfilling these roles, they could undue face evidence requirements that may make it prohibitive 

                                                           
1
 CAPACOA, “Survey of Performing Arts Presenters”, The Value of Presenting: A Study of Arts Presentation in 

Canada, survey report prepared by EKOS Research Associates, published online February 27, 2012. 
http://www.diffusionartspresenting.ca/?p=585  
2
 “Survey of Performing Arts Presenters”, 28. 

3
 “Survey of Performing Arts Presenters”, 30. 

4
 “Survey of Performing Arts Presenters”, 42. 

5
 “Survey of Performing Arts Presenters”, 33. 
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to register for charitable status. Again, we ask that such a risk be addressed in one way or 
another under Paragraphs 48-51, at least by acknowledging it either in the Guidance itself or in a 
list of Questions and Answers supplementing the Guidance. 

 

Support to local artists as a public benefit 

C. In paragraph 14 of our January 23rd submission (comments in response to paragraphs 66-68, 78 
of the Guidance), we provided comments to the effect that support to local artists is essential to 
the enhancement of an arts industry as a whole. 
 
To that regard, our presenters’ survey revealed that: 

a. Almost seven in ten arts presenting organizations (69 per cent) feel that presenters have 
an important role in assisting local artists and presenting their work.6 

 
The fact that presenting organizations feel strongly that supporting local artists is an important 
role of theirs comforts us in our position that support to local artists represents a public benefit. 

 

 

Conclusion 

We thank the CRA for accepting this addendum and for considering it as part of our submission. We 

remain available to provide further clarification. 

 

                                                           
6
 “Survey of Performing Arts Presenters”, 27. 


